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reindenture was the only safeguard against compulsory repatriation. Mr. Gan-
dhi's influence may, upon his return to Natal, be expected to supply the neces-
sary corrective.

5.  On the second point in Mr. Gorges' letter, the concession is more generous
even than the Commission's recommendation in so far as the requirement that
the plural wives affected shall previously at some time have lived in South
Africa has been omitted. That the privilege was only to be granted if the num-
ber of potential beneficiaries was found to be small has been common ground
throughout.

6.  On the third point Mr. Gandhi receives the desired administrative assu-
rance in regard to the question of the "Cape entry*'.   On the fourth point his
difficulty about the Orange Free State declaration is met. The matter dealt with
in the fifth point had not hitherto, so far as I am aware, been raised. It is
disposed of in an eminently fair and reasonable manner. On the sixth point
a conciliatory and favourable answer is given to Mr. Gandhi's plea that past
convictions for "bona fide passive resistance offences" should not in future be
brought up against the persons so convicted. The seventh point regulates satis-
factorily a detail of procedure in connection with the admission of * Specially
exempted entrants".  In the eighth point the pledge given by General Smuts
in the House of Assembly as to the adoption of all the administrative recom-
mendations summarised at the end of the Commission's report is explicitly re-
iterated. No surprise can be felt at the addition of a stipulation that the ful-
filment of all these assurances hi conjunction with the legislative action which
has been taken is subject to the understanding that the settlement will be ac-
cepted as complete and final by the Indian community.

7.  Mr. Gandhi in his reply says unequivocally that the passage of the Bill and
this correspondence bring the passive resistance struggle to a final close and
at the end of his letter he expresses his conviction that, if the generous spirit
recently displayed by the Government continues to be applied, as promised,
in the administration of existing laws,   the Indian community in the Union
will be able to enjoy some measure of peace and will never be a source of
trouble to the Government.   Further than this Mr. Gandhi could hardly be
expected to go, and General Smuts would probably have been glad if the letter
had been confined to these two statements.  The indication that other points
stand over for adjustment at some future date is, however, tactfully worded, and
Mr. Gandhi may have felt its inclusion to be necessary both in justice to him-
self and as a means of preventing any immediate clamour for further conces-
sions.   General Smuts, when the letter was submitted to him, is understood
to have described it as a remarkable feat of diplomacy and ingenuity; he does
not appear to have regarded it as a serious departure from the terms of sctde-
xnentj but I have not yet had an opportunity of sounding him personally on
the point